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Administration of Gerald R. Ford 
PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


Week Ending Friday, April 23, 1976 





U.S. Footwear Industry 


The President’s Memorandum for the Special 
Representative for Trade Negotiations. Dated 
April 16, 1976. Released April 19, 1976 


April 16, 1976 

Pursuant to Section 202(b)(1) of the Trade Act of 
1974 (P.L. 93-618, 88 Stat. 1978), I have determined 
the actions I will take with respect to the report of the 
United States International Trade Commission (USITC) 
dated February 20, 1976, concerning the results of its 
investigation of a petition for import relief filed by the 
American Footwear Industries Association, the Boot and 
Shoe Workers Union, and the United Shoe Workers of 
America. 

I have determined that expedited adjustment assistance 
is the most effective remedy for the injury suffered by the 
U.S. footwear industry and its employees. I have deter- 
mined that provision of import relief is not in the national 
economic interest of the United States. 

A remedy involving import restraints would have les- 
sened competition in the shoe industry and resulted in 
higher shoe prices for American consumers at a time when 
lowering the rate of inflation is essential. Footwear makes 
up 1'4 percent of the Consumer Price Index. 

Import restraints would also have exposed U.S. indus- 
trial and agricultural trade to compensatory import con- 
cessions or retaliation against U.S. exports. This would 
have been detrimental to American jobs and damaged 
US. exports. 

The U.S. footwear industry is benefitting from a sub- 
stantial increase in production, shipments, and employ- 
ment as a result of the economic recovery. Additionally, a 
number of plants have reopened, order backlogs of do- 
mestic manufacturers have increased, and profitability 
has improved. 

In considering the effect of import restraints on the 
international economic interests of the United States, as 


required by the Trade Act of 1974, I have concluded that 
such restraints would be contrary to the U.S. policy of 
promoting the development of an open, nondiscrimina- 
tory, and fair world economic system. The goal of this 
policy is to expand domestic employment and living 
standards through increased economic efficiency. 

I have directed the Secretaries of Commerce and Labor 
to give expeditious consideration to any petitions for ad- 
justment assistance filed by footwear firms producing 
articles covered by the USITC report and their workers. 
I have also instructed the Secretaries to file supplementary 
budget requests for adjustment assistance funds, if neces- 
sary, to carry out my program. 

I also direct you, as the Special Representative for 
Trade Negotiations, to monitor U.S. footwear trade, 
watching both the levels and quantities of imports as well 
as of domestic production and employment. If significant 
changes occur, they should be reported to me with appro- 
priate recommendations. 

This determination is to be published in the Federal 
Register. 

GERALD R. Forp 


NoTE: The President’s memorandum is printed in the Federal 
Register of Tuesday, April 20, 1976. 


U.S. Footwear Industry 


The President’s Message to the Congress Setting Forth 
the Reasons for His Determination To Provide 
Adjustment Assistance to the Industry. Dated 

April 16, 1976. Released April 19, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

As required by Section 203(b) (2) of the Trade Act 
of 1974, I am transmitting this report to the Congress 
setting forth my determination to provide adjustment 
assistance to the U.S. footwear industry producing foot- 
wear covered by the affirmative finding of February 20, 
1976 of the United States International Trade Commis- 
sion (USITC) under section 201(d)(1) of the Trade 
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Act. As my decision does not provide import relief to that 
industry, I am setting forth both the reasons why I have 
determined that import relief is not in the national eco- 
nomic interest and other actions I am taking to help the 
footwear industry and workers. 

I have decided, considering the interests of both the 
American consumers and producers, that expedited ad- 
justment assistance is the most effective remedy for the 
injury to the U.S. footwear industry and its employees as 
a result of imports. 

My decision was based upon my evaluation of the 
national economic interest. A remedy involving import 
restraints would have lessened competition in the shoe 
industry and resulted in higher shoe prices for American 
consumers at a time when lowering the rate of inflation 
is essential. Footwear makes up 1!/ percent of the Con- 
sumer Price Index. 

Import restraints would also have exposed industrial 
and agricultural trade to compensatory import conces- 
sions or retaliation against U.S. exports. This would have 
been detrimental to American jobs and damaged U.S. 
exports. 

Adjustment assistance will benefit the many smaller 
enterprises which have been seriously injured, whereas 
the USITC report casts grave doubt on import relief as 
an effective remedy for these firms; import relief would 
disproportionately benefit the 21 larger firms which pro- 
duce 50% of domestic output, but which have been found 
to be competitive with imports. 

Adjustment assistance is consistent with the President’s 
efforts to control inflation, including costs to all con- 
sumers, which import restrictions would raise. 

The U.S. footwear industry is benefitting from a sub- 
stantial increase in production, shipments, and employ- 
ment as a result of the economic recovery. Additionally, 
a number of plants have reopened, order backlogs of 
domestic manufacturers have increased, and profitability 
has improved. 

As the U.S. economy recovers from the recession, do- 
mestic production of nonrubber footwear is rising signifi- 
cantly. In February, 1976 (the latest month for which 
data are available) the output was 41,137,000 pairs. This 
is up from 40,985,000 in January, and is the highest 
monthly production figure since May, 1974. The monthly 
average for 1976 to date is 41,106,100; for the year 1974, 
37,750,000; for 1975, 36,143,000. 

U.S. employment in the industry, which has also been 
steadily declining over recent years, also shows signs of 
picking up. The total average monthly employment for 
the industry in 1975 was 163,000 workers, compared to 
178,000 for the year 1974. For the first two months of 
1976 the monthly average is 172,000 the highest since 
July, 1974. 

Meanwhile, imports of the nonrubber footwear covered 
by the USITC recommendation (all except zoris and 
paper slippers) have been leveling off. In February, 1976, 


there were 29,238,000 pairs, down from 32,200,000 in 
January. 

In considering the effect of import restraints on the 
International economic interests of the United States, as 
required by the Trade Act of 1974, I have concluded 
that such restraints would be contrary to the U.S. policy 
of promoting the development of an open, nondiscrimina- 
tory and fair world economic system. The goal of this 
policy is to expand domestic employment and living 
standards through increased economic efficiency. 

I have directed the Secretaries of Commerce and Labor 
to give expeditious consideration to any petitions for ad- 
justment assistance filed by footwear firms producing ar- 
ticles covered by the USITC report, and their workers. 
I have also instructed the Secretaries to file supplementary 
budget requests for adjustment assistance funds, if neces- 
sary, to carry out my program. 

I have also directed the Special Representative for 
Trade Negotiations to monitor U.S. footwear trade, 
watching both the levels and quantities of imports as well 
as of domestic production and employment. If significant 
changes occur, they will be reported to me with appro- 
priate recommendations. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
April 16, 1976. 


National Institute of Building Sciences 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 18 Persons 
To Be Members of the Board of Directors and 
Designation of Chairman. April 19, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate 18 persons to be members of the Board of Directors 
of the National Institute of Building Sciences for the terms 
indicated commencing on the date of incorporation. They 
are: 


For aterm of 1 year 

Rosert J. BRuNGRABER, of Lewisburg, Pa., research engineer, Bu- 
reau of Standards, and professor of civil engineering, Bucknell 
University. 

Leo J. Cantor, of Richmond, Va., commissioner of buildings for 
the city of Richmond. 

Jopre R. Jounson, of Gulfport, Miss., president, Johnson Homes, 
Inc., Gulfport, Miss. 

Joszern H. Newman, of West Orange, N.J., senior vice president, 
Tishman Research Corp., and first vice president, Tishman 
Realty and Construction Co., New York, N.Y. 

Cwartes H. Pitiarp, of Silver Spring, Md., international president, 
aaa Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Washington, 

Rosert F. Scumirt, of Berea, Ohio, president, Bob Schmitt Homes, 
Strongsville, Ohio. 


For a term of 2 years 


WituraM F. Fioyp III, of Atlanta, Ga., construction manager, At- 
lanta region, Builders Investment Group, Atlanta, Ga. 
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Jaspar S. Hawkins, of Glendale, Calif., principal, Hawkins and 
Lindsay, Architects, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Warner Howe, of Memphis, Tenn., owner, Gardner and Howe 
Structural Engineers, Memphis, Tenn. 

CHARLENE S1zEmMorE, of Huntington, W. Va., president, Women’s 
Club of Huntington; member, Consumer Advisory Council of 
Underwriters Laboratories of Chicago. . 

§. PeTerR Votre, of Wakefield, Mass., president and treasurer, the 
Volpe Construction Co., Inc., Malden, Mass. 

JeremiAH T. Watsn, of Bronx, N.Y., commissioner, Department 
of Buildings, City of New York Housing and Development 
Administration. 

For a term of 3 years 

O. M. Maper, of Pittsburgh, Pa., vice president of corporate 
marketing, Aluminum Corporation of America, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Rosert A. GeorcineE, of Silver Spring, Md., president, Building and 
Construction Trades Department, AFL-CIO. 

Ruparp A. Jones, of Urbana, IIl., research professor of architec- 
ture; director, Small Homes Council and Building Research 
Council, University of Illinois, Champaign, III. 

Dav S. Miuuer, of Shaker Heights, Ohio, president, David S. 
Miller and Associates, Inc., Cleveland, Ohio. 

Gien R. Swenson, of Salt Lake City, Utah, director, Utah State 
Building Board and president, National Council of States on 
Building Codes and Standards. 

Herbert H. Swinesurne, of Philadelphia, Pa., independent con- 
sultant in architecture, planning, and building research. 

The President also announced his intention to designate 
Mr. O. M. Mader to serve as Chairman. 

The initial appointees shall serve staggered terms as in- 
dicated above. Thereafter, they shall serve terms of 3 years 
with no member being eligible to serve in excess of three 
consecutive terms of 3 years each. 

The Institute was established by Title VIII of the 
Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 
(Public Law 93-383 of August 22, 1974) and is to con- 
sist of not less than 15 and not more than 21 members 
appointed by the President. 

The purpose of the Institute is to develop and encour- 
age the adoption of performance criteria for building 
components. 


National Safe Boating Week, 1976 
Proclamation 4434. April 20, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

Each year, more Americans discover the pleasures of 
boating. The nation’s rivers, lakes and coastal waterways 
provide an ideal setting for family recreation and well- 
earned moments of leisure. As the popularity of boating 
grows, so does the need to emphasize safety in boating 
activities. We must recognize a mutual responsibility for 
our safety and the safety of others so that enjoyment of 
our country’s natural and man-made resources does not 
have to be marred by tragedy. 

In light of the growth in recreational boating, and our 
need for safe waterways, the Congress, by joint resolution 


approved June 4, 1958 (72 Stat. 179, 36 U.S.C. 161), 
requested the President to proclaim annually the week 
which includes July 4 as National Safe Boating Week. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate the 
week beginning July 4, 1976, as National Safe Boating 
Week. 

I urge all who take part in boating activities on Ameri- 
can waterways to acquire a basic knowledge of boating 
safety. This information is readily available through nu- 
merous safe boating courses offered by organizations such 
as the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary, the United 
States Power Squadrons, the American Red Cross and the 
various State agencies. I urge all organizations offering 
boating safety instruction to increase their efforts to en- 
courage safe boating. 

I also invite the Governors of the States, the Common- 
wealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam and 
American Samoa, and the Mayor of the District of Co- 
lumbia to provide for the observance of this week. 

In Wrrness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this twentieth day of April, in the year of our Lord nine- 
teen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundredth. 

GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 1:28 p.m., 
April 20, 1976] 


General George C. Marshall Memorial 
Corridor at the Department of Defense 


The President’s Remarks at the Dedication of the 
Corridor. April 20, 1976 


Thank you very much, Secretary Hoffman, Ambassador 
Bunker, Secretary Clements, General Weyand, Mr. Elsey, 
distinguished guests, members of the Marshall family: 
It is really a great honor for me to join this very distin- 
guished company for a ceremony of this extreme and very 
special significance to all of us. We are here to dedicate 
this corridor to the memory of America’s most distin- 
guished soldier, a statesman, General George C. Marshall. 
This occasion, as I have noted, has been filled with per- 
sonal remembrances of the General which reveal his warm 
humanity, his integrity, his great leadership abilities and, 
above all, his total dedication to the service of his country. 
The Nation’s memories of General Marshall span the 
gulf between war and peace. We remember him for build- 
ing a force that numbered less than 2,000 officers and men 
shortly before World War II into the greatest fighting 
army in the history of the world in very short order. 
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As General Marshall told the Nation as we prepared 
for global war, “If we are strong enough, peace, democ- 
racy and our American way of life should be the rewards.” 

At the end of World War II, the Army and the Air 
Corps numbered more than 8 million and had no equal 
on any battlefield on the face of the Earth. Today, we 
know that the military strength and preparedness which 
General Marshall so forcefully advocated are still abso- 
lutely essential to deter aggression, to keep the peace, and 
to protect our national security. 

But we also know it is our solemn duty to make the most 
of peace as a constructive atmosphere for human progress 
and human freedom. In this duty, as all Americans know, 
George C. Marshall did not fail. After the war his name 
became synonymous with one of the greatest peaceful 
enterprises in human history, the Marshall Plan. 

As a young Congressman from Michigan coming to 
Washington with the elections of 1948, I was very favor- 
ably impressed with and a strong supporter of this com- 
passionate and farsighted American program for rebuild- 
ing a continent ravished by war. I was equally impressed 
with the bipartisan nature of that effort. 

One of the great leaders of that bipartisan team is the 
man who first inspired me to run for public office—Sena- 
tor Arthur Vandenberg of Michigan, then Chairman of 
the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, Senator Van- 
denberg said politics stopped at the water’s edge. But the 
more accurate statement was that postwar statesmen like 
Marshall and Vandenberg recognized the need to unite in 
a single cohesive foreign policy. From that recognition we 
gained unity, in unity strength, and from strength great 
success. 

History has already recorded that both the challenges 
to peace and the challenges of peace were well met by 
the man we honor today, and we could ask no better 
example as we face similar challenges today. For more 
than half a century, as a cadet at the Virginia Military 
Institute, as an Army officer and Chief of Staff, the Sec- 
retary of State, as President of the American National Red 
Cross, and as Secretary of Defense, General George C. 
Marshall served his country with unswerving devotion and 
uncommon ability. 

Such a record fully deserves the honor all of us pay him 
today. It is a record that symbolizes the best of America, 
for General Marshall personified the strength, the dignity, 
the compassion, the eagerness for challenge, and the pur- 
suit of peace which are the hallmarks of the American 
experience. It is a record beautifully presented and fit- 
tingly preserved in this great hall. 

Sir Winston Churchill once said of General Marshall 
that succeeding generations must not be allowed to forget 
his achievements and his example. Having seen this cor- 
ridor today, having recalled with new admiration and af- 
fection his half century of service, none of us need doubt 


that George C. Marshall’s long and important career in 
American history will endure and inspire his countrymen 
for many, many generations to come. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2:58 p.m. at the Department of 
Defense. 


Earth Week, 1976 
Proclamation 4435. April 20, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

In this Bicentennial Year, we should give special rec- 
ognition to the legacy of nature as well as to that of his- 
tory. America’s mountains, prairies, woodlands, and 
waterways are natural wonders of breathtaking beauty, 
and they provide resources for trade and transportation, 
human welfare and recreation. These resources are not 
ours to abuse. We hold them in trust for posterity. 

In recent years, we have learned that our past prog- 
ress was often made without sufficient regard for the 
long-term consequences to our natural environment. To 
meet this environmental challenge, we have enacted more 
than a dozen significant national environmental laws. 
Their results are encouraging; we are beginning to bring 
our most chronic sources of water pollution under control, 
and we are improving the quality of the air and the rich- 
ness of our land. 

Much remains to be done, but steady long-range prog- 
ress can only be sustained by continuous effort. Active 
interest by all Americans is the only force that can trans- 
late environmental policy into environmental progress. 

Our environment is the responsibility not only of gov- 
ernment and business, but it must also be a matter of 
daily concern to every American. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate the 
week beginning Thursday, April 22, 1976, to Wednesday, 
April 28, 1976, as Earth Week. 

I call upon government officials at all levels to observe 
this week with appropriate activities, and I call upon civic 
organizations and businesses to make at least one new 
effort during this week for a cleaner, safer, healthier en- 
vironment. 

And I urge each American to devote one day during 
this week to a significant activity which improves our 
environment. 

In Witness WueErEOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this twentieth day of April, in the year of our Lord nine- 
teen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hundredth. 


GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 4:38 p.m, 
April 20, 1976] 
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National Society of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution 


The President’s Remarks at the DAR’s 85th 
Continental Congress. April 21, 1976 


Mrs. Smith, members and guests of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution: 

It is a very great honor and a tremendous privilege for 
me to meet with you again in this historic hall. In this 
Bicentennial Year we have a very special reason for re- 
dedication of the ideals and to the principles that moti- 
vated American patriots in 1776. 

I am very proud that my mother was a very active and 
dedicated member of the Sophie de Marsac Campau 
Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution. 
The principles of loyalty and love of this country which 
she cultivated in her children are just as important today 
as they were throughout her lifetime. And they will con- 
tinue to be important throughout our third century of 
freedom in America. 

The patriots of 1776—men like George Washington 
and Patrick Henry—did not mince words nor will I, 200 
years later, in reporting to you on a matter of growing 
national concern. 

Over the past several weeks, as the 1976 political cam- 
paigns have begun to heat up, more and more atten- 
tion has focused on the issue of America’s military 
strength. Frankly, I presume this has happened because a 
grab bag of other issues have tried and failed. However, 
this should not be a partisan discussion. On national de- 
fense matters, some of my supporters are Democrats and 
some of my critics are Republicans. Nevertheless, politics 
does have a way of confusing the extremely complex issues 
of national security. This is particularly evident every 
4 years when we have a Presidential election campaign. 

I welcome the emergency of this debate because, dur- 
ing the next 4 years many crucial decisions must be made 
about our Armed Forces, decisions that will affect our 
freedoms until the end of this century and beyond. Noth- 
ing is more vital to our individual, personal security than 
the security of our Nation. 

At the same time, the gravity of this subject demands 
that it be addressed honestly, factually, and fairly. Un- 
fortunately, too much of the debate so far has been cast 
in exaggerated rhetoric that tends to mislead and confuse, 
not to enlighten and to clarify. 

I believe the American people, as well as our friends 
and adversaries abroad, have too much common sense 10 
fall for oversimplifications, but as your President and as 
Commander-in-Chief, I do have a responsibility to set the 
record straight. And, obviously, it is time for a little 
straight talk—and I will give it to you this morning. 

Recent charges that the United States is in a position of 
military inferiority, that we have accepted Soviet world 


domination are complete and utter nonsense. If there is 
any single standard which has guided my years in public 
service it has been this: The freedom and security of the 
United States of America must always be preserved. 
America is the greatest nation on Earth and we will keep 
it that way. 

I know the DAR’s record on national defense and you 
know mine. They are virtually identical. My knowledge, 
my concern, my record in support of a strong national 
defense does not go back merely a few days, a few weeks, 
or even a few months, but all the way back to 1949 when I 
first went to the Congress. For 25 years in the Congress I 
stood for, I spoke for, and I voted for a strong national 
defense. 

For 14 years I served on the House Committee on Ap- 
propriations that each year examined in great detail every 
one of the programs and then provided the appropriations 
for the Army, the Navy, the Air Force, and Marines, and 
always, in those years, my stance was on the side of 
strength for America. 

During the years before I became Vice President, as 
minority leader of the House of Representatives, I fought 
openly and hard year after year for the maximum military 
strength recommended, whether by a Republican Presi- 
dent or by a Democratic President. For these last 2 years 
as your President, I have called upon the Congress to ap- 
prove the two biggest defense budgets in our American 
history. 

And my pledge to you today is this: That as long as I 
hold this office I intend to see to it that the United States 
will never become second to anybody, period. 


Let’s look at the record more closely for just a few 
moments. When I became President in August of 1974, 
some 20 months ago, I reaffirmed my conviction that our 
military power must be strong enough to carry out three 
e’sential objectives, and I found that we successfully met 
all three. We were and we remain today ready and able to 
protect our own vital security interests. We were and we 
remain today ready and able to deter aggression against 
our allies. And we were and we remain today ready and 
able to keep the peace. 

Yet as I was sworn into office, it was also apparent that 
we could not afford complacency about our Armed 
Forces. Quite the contrary. For the past 10 to 15 years 
the Soviet Union has been striving with dogged deter- 
mination to overtake us in military strength. In our own 
country, on the other hand, many people, especially in 
the United States Congress, seemed oblivious to the grow- 
ing Soviet military capability. Instead, Congress seemed 
to believe that we could channel more and more of our 
tax dollars into rapidly growing social programs and that 
our military should receive a smaller and smaller share 
of our national financial resources. 


In the 10 year period from 1964 to 1974, estimated in 
real dollar terms the Soviets expanded their defense 
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spending by fully one-third. By stark contrast, military 
requests of successive Presidents were slashed by $50 
billion in the Congress during this same period. When I 
became President, defense spending represented the low- 
est share of GNP since 1947. 

There was cause to be concerned about the future secu- 
rity of the country, particularly if the Congress continued 
to hack away at our military budgets. If the Soviet Union 
continued to expand its capabilities and we continued to 
bleed our own defense forces, it was inevitable that the 
United States would eventually become a second-rate 
power. Clearly the adverse trend had to be reversed, and 
I set out to make that one of the foremost objectives of 
my administration. 

In January of 1975, 5 months after I came into office, 
I submitted my first budget to the Congress calling for a 
10 percent increase in overall defense spending. However, 
that year the Congress cut my defense budget request by 
$6,500 million which included reductions of more than 
$1,500 million in operation and maintenance for our 
forces, more than $3 billion in procurement of weapons 
and other equipment, and more than $700 million in re- 
search and development. Specifically, the Congress re- 
fused to provide the full funding I requested for new 
naval ships, took away funds for two of our new airborne 
warning and control systems aircraft designed to vastly 
improve our surveillance, warning, and control capabili- 
ties, denied us additional attack aircraft, reduced the 
funds for modifying civil reserve air fleet aircraft, delay- 
ing our back-up airlift capability for support in military 
contingencies, cut our intelligence and communications 
programs, reduced the program for our new B—1 strategic 
bomber, cut into the Air Force program for development 
of a new air combat fighter to maintain our air superiority 
in the future, reduced our ballistic missile defense tech- 
nology program, reduced the fund request for war reserve 
stocks and spare parts needed to sustain our fighting men 
in combat. 

I could go on and on but the point is clear: No Presi- 
dent could countenance such disregard for the Nation’s 
security needs. 

So in January of this year, 1976—only 3 months ago— 
I submitted an even bigger defense budget: $112,700 
million, or a 14 percent bigger budget than the defense 
budget of the year before. I also made it very clear that 
if the Congress sent me a defense bill that shortchanged 
the needs of this country, I would take the unprecedented 
step of vetoing it because congressional action was in- 
adequate. Furthermore, I have gone to the American 
people on this issue. To my satisfaction, it seems the Amer- 
ican people share my concern and are communicating 
that message to the Congress, and their message was loud 
and clear—stop cheating the country’s defenses. 

Two weeks ago the Congress took the first steps toward 
committing us to the biggest single increase in defense 


spending since the Korean War. I thank you and millions 
of other Americans for your help in this very crucial 
matter. I hope you and literally millions of other Amer. 
icans will keep the pressure on the Congress. The defense 
program that I am advancing will mean that the United 
States of America will remain unsurpassed for years and 
years to come. 

Just about 2 weeks ago, we laid the keel for the 
first of a new class of nuclear submarines to be armed 
with the most accurate submarine ballistic missiles in the 
world. The Trident missile fleet will be the foundation 
for a formidable technologically superior force through 
the 1980’s. We are now completing the final testing of 
the world’s most modern and capable strategic bomber, 
the B-1. We are also accelerating work on a new inter- 
continental ballistic missile for the 1980’s. We are de- 
veloping a new cruise missile for our air and naval forces. 

Nor does our effort stop with weapons, for we are also 
expanding our Army from 13 to 16 combat divisions. 

We are seeking to achieve new efficiencies across the 
board—better ways to carry out our military missions that 
will not only save taxpayers $2,800 million for the next 
fiscal year, but will also improve our readiness capability 
of the Army, the Navy, the Air Force, and Marines. 

This is a program designed to insure that America will 
never become number two in military power. It is a sound 
investment in our future, and I intend to see it through— 
this year, next year, right through to the end of this decade. 

I have spoken of our military strength. Let us never 
forget that our strength will be meaningful only if it is 
matched by our resolve—our resolve to keep the peace, 
our resolve to preserve our precious freedom. 

No one should mistake our internal debates as a weak- 
ening of our intention to protect our interests and to live 
up to our obligations to our friends. The United States will 
not only remain secure in its power, but I assure you we 
shall not hesitate to use that power when it must be used in 
our national interest. 

Even as we are determined in our defense, we shall also 
be determined in our efforts to reduce the potential of a 
nuclear holocaust. We are continuing the Strategic Arms 
Limitation Talks with the Soviet Union for the simple but 
very good reason that these negotiations offer the best hope 
for sanity in superpower relations. Ever since the begin- 
ning of serious arms negotiations with the Russians years 
and years ago, there have been political pressures e‘‘her to 
speed up or to slow down the negotiations, and those pres- 
sures continue today. Instead, I have chosen a steady but 
persistent course based on a realistic appreciation of our 
national interests. Those interests do not lie in an uncon- 
trolled nuclear arms race but in maintaining an equitable 
strategic balance at the lowest possible level. 

Those who argue that SALT talks jeopardize the secu- 
rity of the United States are badly mistaken. In Vladivos- 
tok, we began negotiating an agreement which, if suc- 
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cessfully completed, will place equal ceilings on missiles, 
heavy bombers, and multi-headed warheads. 

There are still many important issues to be resolved in 
the SALT talks. I do not know at this time whether we 
will succeed, but under no circumstances will we be 
stampeded by arbitrary deadlines or demagogic political 
charges. We will be guided solely by the national interests 
of the United States of America. If a sound agreement is 
reached, of course, I will submit it to the United States 
Senate for ratification. 

My friends, this election year is still young. There is still 
time to restore reason and perspective to our debates over 
national security. Those who seek our Nation’s highest 
office have an obligation, I believe, to spell out the alterna- 
tive directions they propose in our foreign policy and our 
defense policy. It is not good enough to criticize current 
policies while refusing to propose specific alternatives. 
Those who seek the Presidency must be equal to its 
burdens. 

To charge that this administration—an administration 
that has fought for the two biggest defense budgets in 
history and for the first time in 10 years is convincing the 
United States Congress to spend enough for defense—to 
charge that we have led our Nation into military infe- 
riority is preposterous on its face. 

The American people have had enough distorted al- 
legations that we have become a second-rate power. We 
must see the world as it is. We must form our policies out 
of hard facts, not political fiction. 

First and foremost is the fact that the United States 
today is the single most powerful nation on Earth—in- 
deed, in all history—and we are going to keep it that way. 
Our economic power is far and away the largest and the 
most productive, producing an estimated 24 percent of 
the world’s wealth with less than 6 percent of the world’s 
population. At a time when the number of democracies 
in the world has dwindled to less than two dozen out of 
over 140 countries on this globe, we remain the best hope 
of freedom and the inspiration for liberty of all mankind. 


I say that those with faith in America must speak the 
truth to the American people—the truth that we are the 
greatest nation on Earth; the truth that we have the 
strength to defend our interest and to resolve to uphold 
our values; the truth that we are strong, we can never 
relax our guard; the truth that for the first time since the 
days of Dwight Eisenhower a President standing for elec- 
tion can say we are at peace; and, finally, the truth that 
we must actively engage in maintaining world peace and 
defending freedom. 

I promise to you that I will do everything within the 
power of the Presidency to keep America strong—amili- 
tarily, economically, and morally—as I have throughout 
my public life, but I need your help. Without your sup- 
port, without the informed, intelligent, confident, con- 
structive support of all the American people, no Presi- 


dent can keep the Ship of State on a safe, steady course. 
But with your help, our 200th birthday as a nation can 
be truly a rebirth of America. 

For 200 years, we have more than justified the faith 
and far exceeded the wildest dreams of our Founding 
Fathers. Time and time again we have repeated the hard- 
ships of Valley Forge and the sacrifices of Iwo Jima to 
protect and to defend our precious freedom. Our dedi- 
cated Armed Forces stand guard today in the same spirit. 

America today is unsurpassed in military capability. 
We have the greatest industrial capacity in the history of 
mankind. Our farmers out-produce everyone in history. 
We are ahead in education, science, and technology. We 
have the greatest moral and spiritual resources of any 
modern nation. 

Let us resolve today to build upon those great strengths 
so that 100 years from now our great grandchildren can 
look back and say they, too, are proud of America and 
proud to be Americans. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10:31 a.m. in Constitution Hall. 


United States Ambassador to Sri Lanka 
and the Maldives 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
John H. Reed. April 21, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate John H. Reed, of Fort Fairfield, Maine, to be Am- 
bassador to the Republic of Sri Lanka and the Maldives. 
He will succeed Christopher Van Hollen, who has re- 
signed. Mr. Reed has been Chairman of the National 
Transportation Safety Board since 1969. 

Born on January 5, 1921, in Fort Fairfield, Maine, Mr. 
Reed received his B.S. degree in 1942 from the Univer- 
sity of Maine. He graduated from the Harvard Naval 
Supply School in 1944. He served in the United States 
Navy from 1942 to 1946. 

In 1948, Mr. Reed became an officer in Reed Farms, 
Inc., in Fort Fairfield, Maine. He served as a State repre- 
sentative in the Maine Legislature from 1954 to 1956, 
and was elected to the State Senate in Maine in 1957. He 
was president of the State Senate during 1959-60. From 
1960 to 1967, he served as Governor of the State of 
Maine. He was appointed as a member to the National 
Transportation Safety Board in 1967. 

During 1965-66, Mr. Reed served as the Chairman 
of the National Governors’ Conference. 

Mr. Reed is married to the former Cora Mitchell 
Davison, and they have two children. 
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United States Ambassador 
to Lebanon 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Francis E. Meloy. April 21, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Francis E. Meloy, Jr., of the District of Columbia, 
to be Ambassador to the Republic of Lebanon. He will 
succeed G. McMurtrie Godley, who has resigned. Mr. 
Meloy has been serving as Ambassador to Guatemala 
since December 1973. 

Mr. Meloy was born on March 28, 1917, in Washing- 
ton, D.C. He received his B.A. degree from American 
University in 1939 and his M.A. from Yale University 
in 1941. He served in the United States Naval Reserve 
from 1942 to 1946. 

In 1946, Mr. Meloy became a Political and Economic 
Consular and later Principal Officer in Dhahran. From 
1949 to 1953, he served at the Department of State as a 
member of the Policy Reports Staff and as Assistant to 
the Director and Deputy Coordinator of International 
Conferences in the Executive Secretariat. He was a mem- 
ber of the Tenth NATO Council meeting in Paris during 
1952. He was Chief of the Political Section in Saigon 
from 1953 to 1955 and a Political Officer in Paris from 
1955 to 1959. He became Special Assistant in the Office 
of the Deputy Under Secretary for Political Affairs in 
1960 and was named Director of the Office of Western 
European Affairs in 1962. From 1964 to 1969, he was 
Deputy Chief of Mission in Rome and served as Ambassa- 
dor to the Dominican Republic from 1969 to 1973. 


President’s Commission on 
Personnel Interchange 


Announcement of Appointment of Nine Members of 
the Commission. April 22, 1976 


The President today announced the appointment of 
nine persons as members of the President’s Commission on 
Personnel Interchange for terms of 2 years. They are: 


WALTER W. Barto, Jr., of Meadowbrook, Pa., vice president, cor- 
porate affairs, SmithKline Corp., Meadowbrook, Pa. 

Dovuctas P. Bennett, of Bethesda, Md., Director, Presidential 
Personnel Office, The White House. 

Rosert E. Davis, of Yardley, Pa., president and chief executive 
officer, Thiokol Corp., Bristol, Pa. 


Epwin L. Harper, of Villa Nova, Pa., vice president, chief admin- 
istrative officer, Certain-Teed Products Corp., Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

WituiaM N. Letson, of Pittsburgh, Pa., vice president, general 
counsel, and secretary, Westinghouse Electric Corp., Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 

James P. Low, of McLean, Va., president, American Society of 
Association Executives, Washington. D.C. 

James RoosEveEtt, of Corona Del Mar, Calif., president, James 
Roosevelt & Co.; lecturer in social ecology at the University 
of California at Irvine, Calif. 

C. Maxwe Lt Stan ey, of Muscatine, Iowa, chairman of the board, 
Stanley Consultants, Inc., Muscatine, Iowa. 

Jack K. WiuiaMs, of College Station, Tex., president, Texas 
A & M University and University System, College Station, 
Tex. 


The purpose of the Commission is to develop ar Execu- 
tive Interchange Program in order to provide closer co- 
operation between the Government and the private sector. 
They also advise the President as to ways of promoting 
the interchange between the Government and the private 
sector. 


Central Intelligence Agency 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
E. Henry Knoche To Be Deputy Director. 
April 22, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate E. Henry Knoche, of Fairfax, Va., to be Deputy 
Director of Central Intelligence. He will succeed Lt. Gen. 
Vernon Anthony Walters, United States Army, who is 
resigning. Mr. Knoche has been Associate Deputy to the 
Director of Central Intelligence since 1975. 

Born on January 14, 1925, in Charleston, W. Va., Mr. 
Knoche received his A.B. degree from Washington and 
Jefferson College in Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Knoche joined the Central Intelligence Agency in 
1953 as an intelligence analyst specializing in political and 
military affairs. From 1962 to 1967, he was Special Assist- 
ant to the Director and Deputy Director of Central Intel- 
ligence. He became Executive Director of the National 
Photographic Interpretation Center in 1967. He became 
Deputy Director of the CIA’s planning and budgeting 
activities in 1969 and was named Deputy Director of 
the Office of Current Intelligence during 1970. From 1972 
to 1975, he was responsible for several of the Agency’s 
areas, including the Intelligence Directorate’s Office of 
Strategic Research, until his appointment as Associate 
Deputy. 

Mr. Knoche is married to the former Angie Papoulas, 
and they have five sons. 
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Department of Labor 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
John Conyers Read To Be an Assistant Secretary. 
April 22, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate John Conyers Read, of Reston, Va., to be an Assist- 
ant Secretary of Labor. He will succeed Paul Fasser, Jr., 
who resigned effective April 1, 1976. Upon confirmation 
by the Senate, the Secretary of Labor will designate Mr. 
Read’s area of responsibility as Employment Standards. 
He has been Counselor to the Secretary of Labor since 
March 1975. 

Mr. Read was born on May 21, 1947, in New York, 
N.Y. He attended Harvard College and received his A.B. 
degree in 1969 and his M.B.A. from Harvard Business 
School in 1971. 

In July 1971, Mr. Read became an Operations Re- 
search Analyst in the Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare. From April 1973 to June 1974, he was 
Executive Assistant to the Director of the Cost of Living 
Council. He became an economic advisor to the Governor 
of Massachusetts in July 1974, prior to joining the De- 
partment of Labor in 1975. 

Mr. Read is married to the former Alexandra Gould, 
and they have three children. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations 
submitted to the Senate, below. 

April 19 

The President greeted participants in the annual Easter 
egg rolling event held on the South Lawn at the White 
House. 


The President has accepted the following resignations: 


TERRELL H. Bett as Commissioner of Education, Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare, effective August 1, 1976; and 

Travis E. Reep as Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Domestic 
and International Business, effective April 23, 1976. 


The President announced his intention to nominate 
Brig. Gen. Elvin Ragnvald Heiberg III, Corps of Engi- 
neers, to be a member of the Mississippi River 
Commission. 

April 20 

The President greeted members of the NCAA cham- 
pion University of Indiana basketball team and university 
officials in the Rose Garden at the White House. 

The White House Press Office made available informa- 
tion on the President and Mrs. Ford’s income and taxes 
covering the years from 1966 to 1975. 

April 21 

Ambassador W. Beverly Carter met with the President 
at the White House prior to assuming his post as U.S. 
Ambassador to Liberia. 

The President has acknowledged the retirement of 
David W. Dyer as a United States Circuit Judge for the 
Fifth Circuit, effective at the close of business on Sep- 
tember 30, 1976. 

April 22 

The President met with the National Security Council 
at the White House to discuss a Council study of Amer- 
ican naval strength. 

The President met with Albert B. Fay, U.S. Ambas- 
sador to Trinidad and Tobago. 

Members of Big Brothers of America presented the 
President with an award in recognition of the President’s 
role as honorary chairman of the organization. 

The President announced his intention to nominate 
Bruce R. Montgomery, of Gatlinburg, Tenn., to be 
United States Marshal for the Eastern District of Tennes- 
see for a term of 4 years. 

The President has accepted the resignation of Robert 
E. J. Curran as United States Attorney for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania, effective at the close of business 
on April 30, 1976. 

The President has acknowledged the retirement of 
Richard H. Chambers as Chief Judge of the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


The Congress being in recess, no nomina- 
tions were submitted to the Senate during 
the period covered by this issue. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released April 21, 1976 


Advance text: remarks to the 85th Continen- 
tal Congress of the National Society of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution 





ACTS APPROVED 
BY THE PRESIDENT 


Approved April 16, 1976 


Private Law 94-38 
An act granting a renewal of patent num- 
bered 92,187 relating to the badge of the 
Sons of the American Legion. 

Private Law 94-39 
An act granting a renewal of patent num- 
bered 54,296 relating to the badge of the 
American Legion. 


ACTS APPROVED 

BY THE PRESIDENT—Continued 

Approved April 16, 1976—Continued 

Private Law 94-40 
An act granting a renewal of patent num- 
bered 55,398 relating to the badge of the 
American Legion Auxiliary. 

DAR actbadacktacnotas Private Law 94-41 
An act for the relief of Zoraida E. 
Lastimosa. 

Private Law 94-42 

An act for the relief of Kristen Marisol 

Kneebone. 

Public Law 94-268 

An act to provide for the modification of 

the boundaries of the Bristol Cliffs Wilder- 

ness Area. 

Public Law 94-269 

An act to amend Public Law 94-187 to 

increase the authorization for appropria- 

tions to the Energy Research and Develop- 
ment Administration in accordance with 
section 261 of the Atomic Energy Act of 

1954, as amended, section 305 of the Energy 

Reorganization Act of 1974, and section 16 

of the Federal Nonnuclear Energy Research 

and Development Act of 1974, and for other 
purposes. 


Approved April 19, 1976 


Public Law 94-270 
Joint resolution to authorize the President 
to issue a proclamation designating that 
week in November which includes Thanks- 
giving Day as “National Family Week”. 
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ACTS APPROVED 
BY THE PRESIDENT—Continued 


Approved April 21, 1976 

D.. Ret. CDksicnccacwcnd Public Law 94-277 
Joint resolution to extend support under 
the joint resolution providing for Allen J. 
Ellender fellowships to disadvantaged sec- 
ondary school students, and for other 
purposes. 

FE SEs cai neniinnsnion Public Law 94-271 
An act to provide for the division of assets 
between the Twenty-Nine Palms Band and 
the Cabazon Band of Mission Indians, 
California, including certain funds in the 
United States Treasury, and for other 
purposes. 

SE Bae Public Law 94-272 
United States Information Agency Author- 
ization Act, Fiscal Year 1976. 

Oi. BERR ks wan ttnccconnse Public Law 94-274 
Fiscal Year Transition Act. 

ee ee Public Law 94-273 
Fiscal Year Adjustment Act. 

Di. eechacapibacueeces Public Law 94-276 
Guatemala Relief and Rehabilitation Act 
of 1976. 

Oe. TOM. Bbscs oc ccccc cca Public Law 94-275 
Joint resolution to provide for the desig- 
nation of the week beginning March 13, 
1977, as “National Employ the Older 
Worker Week”’. 


Approved April 22, 1976 


ok ee ee Public Law 94-278 
Health Research and Health Services 
Amendments of 1976. 

Ri Hee Rinodidscncenncuns Public Law 94-279 
Animal Welfare Act Amendments of 1976. 








Editor’s Note 


Note Concerning the Closing Time of This Issue 


The President left Washington on Thursday afternoon, 
April 22, for a trip to Indiana and Georgia. Releases 
issued on the trip will be printed next week. 
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